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ARCADIA NEIGHBORHOOD

ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING

ARCADIA ELEMENTARY-OCTORER 27, 2010 AT 7:20 P.M.

Please attend the annual meeting of the Arcadia
Neighborhood Association on Wednesday, October 27,
2010 at 7:30 p.m. The meeting will be held in the gymna-
sium at Arcadia Elementary. The main focus of this year’s
meeting will be the election of Board members and offic-
ers. All residents of the Arcadia neighborhood are invited
to attend and participate. ~Rex Brueggemann

ONE BOARD MEMBER’S PERSPECTIVE -
BE AN ADVOCATE FOR YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

by Rex Brueggemann

On a personal note, I can tell the readers of this
newsletter that I will be leaving the Board of the Arcadia
Neighborhood Association. Given that fact, I wanted to
take this opportunity to make a few observations regard-
ing one function of the neighborhood association as pres-
ently constituted: as a club for activists dedicated to
advocating for their neighborhood as they see it and as
they imagine it could be.

The City of Kalamazoo is loaded with active neigh-
borhood associations. I believe that this fact has partly to
do with the reality that our City Manager form of govern-
ment, and our political and economic culture as a City,
has a tendency to focus on certain issues of general
concern (e.g. public safety, perceived budgetary sound-
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ness), to the exclusion of issues of more immediate con-
cern (e.g. maintaining and enhancing Arcadia as alargely
owner occupied neighborhood, preserving natural open
space areas on the west side of Kalamazoo) to many
people who live in the City. While lip service gets paid,
and many a planning forum is held, often-time issues of
heartfelt concern to City residents are treated by City
leaders as of secondary importance, unaffordable to ad-
dress, or both. While my examples pertain to Arcadia, I
think the phenomenon is general: the neighborhood asso-
ciations have arisen to a great extent to advocate for
neighborhoods with their own City government.

Having made this rather gloomy observation, I would
build on it with a second, more positive observation:
sustained engagement with our City government on
issues of concern makes a difference. We may not retain
80 acres of open space north of the Arcadia neighborhood,
but we do have the relative protections of the 2004 West
Side Land Use Plan . Arboretum Parkway is built north
of our neighborhood, but we avoid cut through traffic and
get a nice walking path. West Michigan is widened, and
its use becomes more intense, but apartments are not
built immediately adjacent to our neighborhood on West
Michigan Avenue. The list goes on. The Board members
of the Arcadia Neighborhood Association have been en-
gaged with all of these issues and more.

We may hardly ever get exactly what we want, but we
usually get something. Some of the worst ideas get
stopped, or deflected. A positive aspect is added, reflect-
ing something requested by neighborhood residents.

We don’t get the whole loaf, maybe not even half a

loaf, but we do get something more
than what we would get if we all
just stayed home.

The Arcadia Neighborhood As-
sociation is a relatively informal
group, a kind of club, really, dedi-
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375-3723 extremely cost efficient, and gives
Terri Thomas great value to the residents of
1104 Berkshire Arcadia, who are asked to donate

$10 ayear to the Association when
they feel like it. We support and
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BE AN ADVOCATE

coordinate with neighborhood watch. We support events
which foster Arcadia neighborhood residents getting to
know each other (like the annual ice cream social and the
annual garage sale). We try to do small projects to
enhance the neighborhood (like the signs on Dobbin and
Eldridge stating “Welcome to the Arcadia Neighbor-
hood”). Board members meet regularly as a group and
talk about what else we might do to try to do to help
improve our neighborhood.

Most importantly to me, we push the City to care
about and respond to the particular needs and interests
of our neighborhood and its residents.

If you are a person who wishes to be an activist for
your neighborhood, I recommend the Arcadia Neighbor-
hood Association to you.

Paddlere Need City Permit It is a fact that

door-to-door solicitors are required to have a permit to do
business in Kalamazoo. In 2002 the City updated the previous
ordinance, which has been described as being only a couple
of paragraphs in length, to its present form.

Any peddler or company relying on door-to-door
salespeople needs to apply in writing to the City Clerk for
a license. A criminal background check is done on each
person listed on the application. Information is also
gathered describing the goods or services being offered,
the company, the supervisor, and the area where the
solicitation will take place.

When a peddler is at your door you should ask to see
their peddlers license — he or she is required by law to have
it available for inspection. The name should match their
Michigan driver’s license or Michigan identification card,
or similar identification from another state. This is an
example of a City of Kalamazoo Peddlers License (right).

Don’t be misled by a salesperson who claims they don’t
need a permit because they aren’t selling anything —they are
offering a service. Thisis what the ordinance says, “SELL - The
sale or attempted sale of any goods or services, which includes
the taking of orders for goods or services to be delivered later.”

What about the Scouts, Campfire Girls, or neighbor-
hood kids doing school fund raisers? The ordinance does not
require a permit for individuals affiliated with recognized
religious or charitable organizations.

If you have a complaint regarding a door-to-door
solicitor that needs immediate attention contact the
Public Safety Department at their non-emergency num-
ber, 337-8994. Questions or concerns can be directed to
the City Clerks office at 337-8792. The complete ordi-
nance can be found in the City of Kalamazoo Code,
Chapter 25, at http://ecode360.com/?custld=KA2666.

lee Cream Social The Arcadia neighborhood ice
cream social was a success again this year. Hot dogs, potato
salad, beans, pop corn and lemonade hit the spot at this
year’s event. And of course; the ice cream. It was the
crowning point of the of the event. There was plenty of
entertainment for the kids and a great opportunity for
neighbors to visit and enjoy the great summer weather. We
would like to thank representatives from the Kalamazoo
police and fire department for attending. We would like to
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give a special thanks to Arcadia board member Terri Tho-
mas and the Deacon’s Conference for helping the Arcadia
neighborhood with this event. Hope to see you next summer
at the Arcadia neighborhood ice cream social.

MAIL BOX DAMAGE On some streets in the

Arcadia neighborhood the mail boxes are out by the curb along
the street. It has happened on occasion that vandals have driven
down the street at night and damaged or dented the boxes. If this
should occur you should contact the police, as they want to know
if this kind of activity is taking place. Call 337-8994 to have an
officer call you up and take your information over the phone. If
you notice that any of your neighbors’ mail boxes have been dam-
aged encourage them to call also so the police can determine if
there is a pattern to this malicious act.

(o RAFFITI 1t you see any graffiti on anything or even
on the sidewalks in the Arcadia neighborhood call 337-8227
(Jackie Hippensteel - City of Kalamazoo). The police used
to handle this but this function has now been turned over
to the City. It may take several days before any action is
taken, so have patience. It is important to get the graffiti
removed as soon as possible. If it lingers it only encourages
the perpetrators to continue their antics.

Neighborhood Wateh back at Areadia School

Neighborhood Watch meets on the 4th Wednesday of each
month from September to May between 6:30-7:30 PM in the
Arcadia Elementary School library except in November and
December for which we meet once on Wednesday, December
8. This is an opportunity to meet with criminal and zoning
enforcement officials and alert them to concerns about quality
of life issues in our neighborhood. If you want to learn more
and receive meeting reminders, neighborhood crime reports,
etc., please call Doug Williams at 375-6926 and ask to join our
e-mail list. Additional information is on our web site at http:/
/www .kalamazoomi.com/arcadia/index.html. There you will
find alist of registered rentals and ordinance requirements for
single-family occupancy and neighborhood parking. We also
have a hot spot entry form for reporting ordinance violations
to our neighborhood watch program



